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There is only one who is worthy of our deepest adoration—our
God and Savior. There are, of course, people whom God uses in a
special way to shape our lives, and I would like to acknowledge my
great debt to my parents, James G. (Jimmy), and Mildred (Milly)
Smith who loved to ponder the truth of the Lord’s return, and to my
wife Gail, without whom this book would never have been pro-
duced. Gail has been not only a patient encourager, but a partner in
ministry. Our frequent discussions of these matters—often
lively—have added immeasurably to my own understanding of this
subject and how it can best be communicated. Finally, I would like
to acknowledge James L. Smith, my brother-in-law, now with the
Lord, who longed for the Lord’s appearing, and who worked faith-
fully in God’s field until he was called home.
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Preface

I am indebted to Dr. Kenneth McKinley and Dr. Raymond
Gingrich, who gave me my first in-depth exposure to Bible prophecy
at LeTourneau College, and to Dr. John F. Walvoord, my eschatology
professor at Dallas Seminary, and to Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost, whose
book, “Things to Come” has greatly influenced my thinking on this
subject over the past thirty-five years.

It is my sincere belief that confusion over the meaning of biblical
prophecy cannot help but promote confusion in other areas of
biblical study. Future prophecy touches every area of Bible doctrine
and impinges on the study of every book of the Bible in some way.
It is my desire that the material presented here will promote a better
comprehension of the Bible’s message broadly, and a sense of ur-
gency as we seek to reach a lost world for our Savior, Jesus Christ,
who is the sovereign Lord of history—past, present, and future.

Sam Alford Smith
December, 2005




