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400 THE PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL REVIEW

first emerges into historic view, it was already stamped with
the same authority as the other books of the Old Testament.
Its authenticity, genuineness, and veracity, have never been
denied except by those who have disbelieved in miracle and
predictive prophecy and by some weak-kneed Jews and Chris-
tians of these later decades who have thought that they were
scientific when they were merely blind followers of the blind.
Scientific? This word implies knowledge. And where did
they get their knowledge? Let the critics produce it. Where
are their facts in evidence? The great jury of Christendom
demand that they be produced. History and philology and
archaeology have been searched for centuries and they have
failed to present a single fact of direct evidence in support
of the critics’ positions. The time is past when a German
professor can pound his desk and overawe his submissive
students with the shout, “Mein Gott in Himmel, meine Her-
ren, es ist unmoglich,” or “Es ist ganz selbstverstindlich.”
We Christians demand some facts to prove that the book of
Daniel is false before we will admit the charge from any
man. We still believe that Christ and the Apostles and the
Maccabean and Rabbinical Jews knew more about the origin
and veracity and authority of Daniel than the critics do or
can know. The vociferous and continuous cry of “all schol-
ars agree” has weight only with those who are ignorant of
what these scholars really know. As a fact, they know very
little about Daniel, or any other Old Testament book, except
what the book testifies as to itself. Against this first hand and
direct testimony they put forth a host of conjectures and
opinions and ask the world to accept them as the testimony of
science and scholarship. They set up their golden calves of
what they call history and criticism and cry out: These by thy
gods, O Israel, which brought thee out of the land of Egvpt,
out of the house of bondage. They make a golden image of
their own reason and imagination and command that all men
shall bow down and do homage, in pain of being cast into
the fiery furnace of their professional contempt and branded
as bigots and ignoramuses. But the church of Christ will
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never bow down to this image, and God will deliver it from
all evil and in the fiery furnace of the world’s criticism there
will always be one like the Son of God to save it from all its
foes. In the case of Daniel, Daniel is with us and Christ is
with us. Caveat criticus!

Princeton R. D. WiLson
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