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a letter to our lord, as well as to Yehohanan and his com-
panions, the priests in Jerusalem, and to Ostanes the bro-
ther of Anani, and to the nobles of the Jews. (In response},
not a single letter have they sent to us.

Thus, since the month of Tammuz of the 14th year of
king Darius unto the present day, we have worn mourning
and fasted ; our wives have been like a widow; we have not
anointed ourselves with 0il, nor have we drunk wine.
Nor have we from that time until the present day, in the
17th year of king Darius, offered meal-offerings, incense-
offerings, and burnt-offerings in that temple. Now then,
thus say thy servants, Yedonyah and his companions and the
Jews, all of us citizens of Yeb, as follows: If it please
our lord, mayest thou think on the reconstruction of that
temple. Since it has not been permitted to us to build it
again, do thou look with favor upon the recipients of thy
benefits and favors here in Egypt: let there be sent from
thee a letter in regard to the rebuilding of the temple of the
god Yaho in the fortress of Yeb, even as it was built before.
In thy name will they offer the meal-offering, the incense-
offering, and the burnt-offering upon the altar of the god
Yaho, and we shall at all times pray for thee, we and our
wives and our children and all the Jews here present, if
thus it be done, until that temple be built again. And a
work of righteousness will it be for thee before Yaho the
god of heaven, greater than that of a man who offers him
a burnt-offering and sacrifices of the value of a thousand
talents of silver. And as respects the gold, we have sent a
message and informed thee. Also, all these items of infor-
mation we have sent in a letter in our own name to Delah-
yah and Shelemyah, the sons of Sanballat the governor of
Samaria. Also, we would inform thee, that Arsham has
learned nothing of all this that has been done to us.

On the 2g9th of Marcheshwan in the year 17 of king
Darius.
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SELECTION FROM THE ARAMAIC VERSION OF THE BEHISTUN
InscripTION

Thus speaks Darius the king: A man whose name was
Umishu, my servant, a Persian, I sent to Armenia. I said:
Go, smite this rebel army. Then, Umishu went to Armenia
to meet it. The rebels assembled and went to meet Umishu
to make battle. Afterwards, they fought a battle at a place
called in Assyrian Atcitu. Ormuzd aided me. With the help
of Ormuzd my army slew that rebellious army. On the
15th of Anamaka the battle was fought. They killed among
them 2024 (Aramaic 2034). A second time the rebels
assembled and went to meet Umishu to make battle. There
is a place in Armenia called Antiyara. There they fought
a battle. Ormuzd aided me. With the help of Ormuzd my
army slew the rebels. On the 3oth day of Iyyar, they fought
a battle. They slew among them 2045 and took 2559 alive
(Aramaic 1575). Afterwards, Umishu did nothing, wait-
ing for me, till I should come from Media.

SELECTIONS FROM THE STORY OF ACHIKAR

The thorn-bush sent the following message to the pome-
granate tree, saying: The thorn-bush says to the pome-
granate tree: How very numerous are thy thorns for him
who touches thy fruit! The pomegranate tree answered
and said to the thorn-bush: Thou are nought but thorns
to him who touches thee.

A panther met a goat while it was naked. The panther
said to the goat : Come and I will cover thee with my
skin, The goat answered and said to the panther: What
have T done, that my skin should cover thee? Take it not
from me.

Draw not thy bow and shoot not at the righteous; lest
God help him greatly and cause it to return against thee.

Thou hast drawn thy bow and hast shot at one who was
more righteous than thou. This is a sin against our God.

Watch thy mouth from every place of observation and
harden not thy heart; for a word is a bird, etc.
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Withhold not thy son from the rod, if thou art not able
to deliver him from it.

Conceal (?) not the word of a king. It is healing. Let
thy word be soft when the king speaks. He is brighter
and stronger than a knife.

Princeton. R. D. WiLson.

The Princeton Theological Review Vol. 12 No. 3 (1914)



