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Nor can the fact that both mention stars prove approxima-
tion. For stars are mentioned among other places in the vision
of Abraham, Gen, xv. 5, in the dream of Joseph, Gen. xxxvii.
9, and in the prophecy of Balaam, Num. xxiv. 17. Besides,
Daniel says that the righteous shall shine like stars; but,
Enoch that judgment was held over the stars (xc. 24).
Enoch, moreover, employs “star” to denote living beings,
but Daniel never.

Nor can the fact that Enoch, like Daniel, is said to have
seen in a vision all these things that he records, be inter-
preted as implying any special approximation to Daniel. For
visions had been a common means of the communication of
divine thoughts from the time of Abraham onwards., The
Egyptians, Assyrians, and Babylonians, also, believed in
visions from the earliest times and all through their history.*™

Again, the visions of Daniel are distinguished from those
of Enoch in that they give definite dates, and mention the
names of the kings in whose reigns they occurred. In fact,
the main objection made to the reality of Daniels visions is
that they are too definite and so closely in harmony with what
we know from other sources to have happened. It has been
argued from this very harmony, that the records of Daniel’s
visions are historical rather than predictive, and the events
narrated in them are actually employed in constructing the
history of the-period of the successors of Alexander.™

Contrast with this exactness of description the indefinite-
ness of Enoch. It gives no dates, mentions no names of kings,
and counts the number of the shepherds, or rulers, in verse
one as thirty-five, in verse five as fifty-eight, in verse twenty-
two as seventy, without giving any clear intimation of whom
they mean.®

The only possible reference to the Messiah found in Enoch
is xc. 37, 38, where a white bull is said to have been born

50 See Article on Apocalypses and the Date of Daniel, P, T. R, XIX
520 f. 502 [hid.

51 Professor Charles, indeed, says (p. 257), that this number 33 is found
by counting twenty-three kings of Egypt from 330 to 200 B.C. and twelve
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which afterwards became a lamb. No angel is mentioned by
name in this passage, nor is there any reference to a resur-
rection. Some interpreters make the “new house” of verse 29
to be the New Jerusalem, but it may, so far as the context in-
dicates, refer to a rebuilding of the temple.

But, even if it could be shown that this ninetieth chapter
of Enoch, or any other chapter, or section, approximates in
form or content to Daniel, it does not follow that such an
approximation would prove that Daniel and Enoch are from
the same time. Enoch may be an imitation of Daniel. No one
would affirm that the Revelation of St. John is from the
same time as Daniel, and yet it resembles Daniel much more
closely than Enoch does. Macauley says that he imitated Thu-
cydides. Many a man has attempted to imitate the Latin of
Cicero. Robert Louis Stevenson says that he studied to make
his style suit the particular subject which he treated. The son-
net which was taken over into English from the Italian of
Petrarch was brought to perfection by Shakespeare and Mil-
ton. Yet, equal perfection of form and wealth of idea and
expression can scarcely be denied to Landor, Wordsworth,
and Keats. Do these “approximations” prove that all these
poets were from the same age? Such examples convince us
that no trustworthy argument as to the time of the composi-
tion of a document can be based upon form, or style, or sub-
ject alone.

Princeton. R. D. Wrirson.

Seleucid kings from 2o0 to 130 B.C. If, as he further says on p. 171, this
section of Enoch must have been written before the death of Judas Mac-
cabaeus in 161 B.C,, it follows that the writer must have been able to
predict the exact number of the kings of Syria between 161 and 131 B.C,,
an exceedingly difficult performance in view of the fact that kings of
Syria were rising and falling at that time at the rate of about one every
five years. In his endeavor to give to his beloved Enoch the gift of pre-
dictive prophecy, Prof. Charles fails to note the inconsistency of denying
the same power to Daniel. In fleeing from Daniel's bear he rushes into
the jaws of Enoch’s lion.
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