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psalm on the day of Pentecost. The facts to which Jesus ap-
pealed are just as firmly established by the evidence today as
they were then; and the argument for the deity of Christ
can be based upon them as confidently as ever. For the Chris-
tian the fact that Jesus used this argument should be suffi-
cient; but it gives added ground for confidence that the facts
to which He appeals have been unshaken by the assaults of
criticism,

Theodoret in his great commentary gives a long and able
argument for the deity of Christ based upon this heading and
the use made of it in the New Testament. It is only in these
late times that Christian scholars have arisen to assert that
the Jews did not know who wrote it, that Peter did not know,
and that Jesus did not know. They used to appeal to the pres-
ence of the word Melchizedek as proving that David could
not have written it. But now that the Tel-el-Amarna letters
have confirmed the testimony of the Book of Joshua to the
existence of Jerusalem and of kings of Jerusalem long before
the time of David, it is impossible to make out from the use
of this word even a plausible case in support of the theory
that David could not have written the psalm. The only reason
for believing that David did not write it is to be found in the
mind of those who do not believe in predictive prophecy, or
who are convinced that they know more than Peter, than the
Jewish scholars of the first century, than the Lord of Glory
Himself.

Another example of the weakness of the attack upon the
veracity of the headings is to be found in Psalm exxxix. This
is ascribed to David in all the Hebrew manuscripts, in all the
editions of the Targum, in all the editions and manuscripts
of Jerome’s version from the Hebrew, in the Syriac of the
polyglots and of the Mosul edition, in all the Uncials of
Swete and in all the manuscripts of Holmes and Parsons
(except two or three) and in all the versions of the Septua-
gint. Notwithstanding this evidence in favor of Davidic au-
thorship, many critics place the psalm in post-captivity or in
Maccabean times. This is done upon two grounds—the al-
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leged presence of Aramaic words, and the presumption that
the doctrines in it could not have been known till after the
captivity. As to the Aramaic words, I have shown in previous
articles in this REviEw®™ that some of these alleged Arama-
isms cannot be shown to be Aramaisms at all; and that, if
they are Aramaisms, there is sufficient evidence to show that
David might have used them. As to the statement that David
could not have expressed a certain idea because he could not
have had it, it is a sufficient answer to say that he could have
had it and did have it because he has expressed it. How can
any man living today know that David could not have had
the thoughts expressed in this psalm? Especially how can any
one, who believes that David was a prophet to whom the
Rock of Israel spake, presume to set limits of time and
human possibilities to the illumination and oracular sayings
of David the son of Jesse, the anointed of the God of Jacob:
the sweet psalmist of Israel, through whom the Spirit of
Jehovah spake ?*® But it is not with subjective theory nor with
interpretations of occasional verses, but with objective evi-
dence that we have been concerned in this article. As far as
the objective evidence goes the headings of the psalms are
presumptively correct.

Princeton. R. D. WiLsox.

_

57 Cf. “The Aramaisms of the Old Testament” (April, 1925) ; also the
first part of the present article (January, 1926), p. 31.
% Compare 2 Samuel xxiii. 1-3.
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