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his grandfather, of Cyrus the Younger and of Artaxerxes I before he
became king of Persia (so Josephus, Antig. xi. 184). It is possible that
this was the name, or title, of one or more of the eight predecessors of
Darius Hystaspis of whom he names only five in the Behistun inscrip-
tion. In this case, a Cyrus may have been at the head of a Persian con-
tingent of the Indo-European host that came into conflict with the As-
syrians under Sargon, about 714 B.C. (cf. Winckler, Hist. of Bab. & As-
sy7., pp- 248-253). In Esarhaddon’s time (680-666 B.c.) an army under a
certain Teadpd was defeated by the Assyrians (cf. Streck, Assurbanipal,
1, p. ceclxxii; also K.B. II, p. 128). May this Teuspi have been the same
as the Teispis the first mentioned king of Anshan? If so, his father ac-
cording to Xerxes in Herodotus, was a Cyrus the son of Cambyses the
son of Achaemenes, The date of this Cyrus would be about 700 BC. If
he were one of the nine meant by Darius, and we add him and his
father Cambyses after Achaemenes and before Teispes, according to the
list given by Xerxes in Herodotus, we harmonize the sources and we get
a Cyrus in either case at about 700 B.c. In Herodotus vii. 11, Xerxes is
said to have spoken as follows: “I should not be sprung from Darius,
son of Hystaspis, son of Arsames, son of Ariaramnes, son of Teispes, son
of Cyrus, son of Cambyses, son of Achaemenes, if I did not avenge my-
self on the Athenians.” In the Cylinder Inscription of Cyrus he says: “I
am Cyrus ... son of Cambyses ... grandson of Cyrus ... great-
grandson of Teispes” In the Behistun Inscription Darius says: “My
father is Hystaspes, the father of Hystaspis Arsames, the father of Ar-
sames Ariaramnes, the fatherof Ariaramnes Teispes, the father of Teispes
Achaemenes. . . . Eight of my race (or family) were aforetime kings.
I am the ninth” Combining the other gencalogies and omitting Hys-
taspis who was cerfainly an underling of Cyrus and Darins (See
Xenophon, Cyropaedia and Beh. Ins. §§33, 35, Hystaspis was com-
mander of one of the armies of Darius) we get the nine kings as fol-
lows: Darius, Cambyses, Cyrus the Great, Cambyses (or Arsames),
Cyrus (or Ariaramnes), Teispes, Cyrus, Cambyses, Achaemenes,

Finally, Kury occurs in the Mahibhérata as the ancestor of Pandu and
of Dhritarishtra, the heroes of that poem (See Burnoud, p. 173a.).
Abont 734 p.c. many of the Hebrews were transported to the cities of
the Medes. Through these transported Hebrews, Isaiah may have
learned about this traditional hero of the Indo-Europeans, whose name
was Kuru, or Cyrus; and so he could understand when the Lord says
concerning a certain Cyrus: He will be my shepherd, my anointed, and
he will perform all my pleasure.

Of course, it will be understood by my readers that I am not denying
the possibility that God may have revealed the very name Cyrus to Tsaiah
4 hundred years, or more, before there was a man, or a king, of that
name. I am only contending that it is not necessary to maintain this, in-
asmuch as Isaiah probably knew of some leader of the name or title
Cyrus, who already in his time was at the head of that wave of Indo-
European hosts which was just beginning to break in an overwhelming
flood over the plains of the Tigris and Euphrates, not to be stopped
till it beat against the sands of the Sahara and the shores of Salamis.

R.D.W.

The Princeton Theological Review Vol. 26 No. 2 (1928)



