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usual among all nations to employ this or a similar phrase.
Besides, eighteen different authors in at least nineteen dif-
ferent documents from Persian times use this title altogether
thirty-eight times. They use it in six different languages and
of at least six different Persian kings. It was used in docu-
ments from Media, Babylonia, Asia Minor, Greece and
Palestine; and according to Herodotus in Ethiopia. It is
used especially in letters, decrees, and other like documents
of the Scriptures just as it is in extra-biblical documents. It
is used of Cyrus in an inscription written seven years before
the conquest of Babylon and of Artaxerxes III about 365
B.C., thus both antedating and postdating in the extra-biblical
usage of the Persian period anything that we find in the
Scriptures. That is, the earliest use in the Bible is in the
decree of Cyrus made in 539 B.C., whereas the Nabonidus-
Cyrus Chronicle mentions Cyrus as king of Persia in the
year 546 B.c.; and the latest use of the phrase in the Bible
is in a reference dating certainly from before 400 B.C.,
whereas in the monuments we meet it in an inscription of
Artaxerxes IIT from the year 356 B.c.

Finally, the title was not used commonly of the Persian
kings by Greek writers after the time of Alexander the Great.
Diodorus Siculus, an historian of the first century B.c., and
Josephus, from the end of the first century A.D., are the only
Greek writers to use the phrase “king of Persia” after the
name of the king.*®

CONCLUSION

My readers will admit that in this article I have endeav-
ored to show that the evidence in our possession does not
support the claim of the radical critics, that the Hebrew
language used in Daniel, Esther, Ecclesiastes, Chronicles, and

%0 For the detailed evidence for the above discussion on the title “king
of Persia,” see this Review for 1004, pages 257-282, 463-97, 618-664, and
for 1005, pages 55-80, 238-267, 422-440, 558-572; and the article on
“Titles of the Persian Kings" in the Sachau Denkschrift, Berlin, 1912,
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the parts of Ezra and Nehemiah not in the Memoirs, demon-
strates that these books were written in an age “subsequent
to Nehemiah.” I hope further, that they will admit that there
is hardly a shred of evidence in the Hebrew language to show
that any of the Psalms were written in this period. Since
almost all of the documents of the Old Testament have words
found only in them and in the Hebrew and Aramaic of the
Targums and Talmud, the presence of such words in a par-
ticular document cannot be used as evidence of the lateness of
that document ; unless we are prepared to claim that almost all
the documents are late. We would have to claim, also, that
many that were considered late are really early, because they
contain none of these words, I think, therefore, that I have re-
duced the argument to an ad absuwrdum, or, in plain English,
made it ridiculous. Those who agree with me in this opinion
will accept the prima facie evidence of the Textus Receptus as
standing unimpaired by this attack upon it, and will continue
to believe that the Old Testament, as we have it, is true.

Princeton. R. D. WiLson.
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