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THE BACKGROUND OF DANIEL 25

on the envelope may have directed when the tablet was to be
uncovered. Two tablets of the size of the creation tablets
would contain the whole of Daniel. The first tablet may have
contained the part in Aramaic and the second that in Hebrew
(i.e., chapters viii-xii) or there may have been nine or ten
tablets. The injunction of the prophetic writer to keep
the vision secret would then be not a “mere literary device to
explain to the readers of Daniel why the book was not known
before their time”’; but it would be a real part of the vision,
repeated on the endorsement, and designed as it says to pre-
serve the contents of the vision from the prying eyes of the
curious. That the keeping of the contents of a document
“hidden from immediate posterity” was not a difficulty in
the view of “the oriental mind” is apparent from the fact that
the contents of their contract tablets were concealed by their
envelopes from all prying eyes, until the time of breaking off
the envelope arrived. That time would be determined either
by the instructions on the envelope or by the decision of the
custodians or judges. The Assyrian and Babylonian tablets
were preserved in the archives of the temples, palaces, and
banks. Daniel's tablets would naturally be entrusted to the
care of the proper Jewish custodians, to be opened according
to the instruction given in the endorsement, or docket, which
was inscribed on the envelope. If in chapter xii. 11 we read
dalath instead of resh giving us husad instead of husar, the
endorsement may have read that the tablet was to be opened
1290 years after the daily offering had been instituted at
Sinai. If Daniel and the custodians dated this institution at
Sinai at 1460 B.C,, the time for the opening would be 170
B.C. If the text as it stands is preferred and the 1200 days
be interpreted as literal days, it might mean, as Bevan sug-
gests,” 1290 days after the desecration of the temple and the
taking away of the daily offerings. In 2 Mace. ii. 14, Judas is
said to have collected all the writings which had been scat-
tered owing to the outbreak of the war, Among these writ-
ings Daniel may have been found still in its original tablets
which may then have been broken, translated, and published.

5 Commentary, p. 207.
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26 THE PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL REVIEW

Whatever may be said of this conjecture, it is certainly as
sensible as many of those put forward by commentators.
It would eliminate all objections made to the early date of
Daniel, in so far as they are based upon the character of the
language in which the book is written.

Princeton. R. D. WiLson.
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