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(8) That m3BD is probably Phenician, its root being
found only in Hebrew ; and that in Jonah it is used
in its original and proper sense of hold or decked
part of the ship.

(9) That nwy is rather a Hebrew word in Aramaic
than an Aramaic word in Hebrew, seeing that out-
side of Jonah it is found only in Aramaic docu-
ments which were written by Jews who had
adopted that language.

2. That Jonah should have a number of hapax legomena
is no proof of late date. Six such words are found in Jonah,
it is true: but Hosea has twenty-five of them; Micah, thir-
teen; and Amos, twenty-four. Are they also late ?

3. That Jonah should have a few words used by him in
senses found elsewhere only in Aramaic is no proof of late
date. Hosea has 65 words which occur in the Old Testa-
ment five times or less, twenty-one of which are found in
Aramaic; Amos has fifty, of which fifteen are found in
Aramaic, and Jonah fifteen of which five are found in
Aramaic. That is, of the sporadic Hebrew words found in
Hosea, 32 per cent occur in Aramaic; of those in Amos 30
per cent; and of those in Jonah 33 per cent.

4. The use of a few words in Jonah in a sense found no
where else in the Old Testament, or even in all Semitic
literature, cannot be used as a proof of date. Milton in
Samson Agonistes alone uses 354 words beginning with a
that are not found in any other of his poetical works.*
Since Dr. Driver wrote his LOT., documents from the 3rd
to the 6th century B.C. have been found which contain at
least seven of the words discussed above.

5. Many words found in Jonah do not occur in any of the
Psalms. This is true not merely of the hapax legomena but
of the words “raging” 1:15, “to be faint” 4:4, “strength”
3:5, “on the morrow” 4:7, “tempestuous” 1:11, “to vomit”
ii. 11, “robe” iii. 6, and others, all of which are found in the

22 See the Lexicon to the English Poetical Works of John Milion, by
Laura E, Lockwood, Ph.D.
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literature which the critics assign to the period before
7oo B.C.

6. Words in Jonah are used in special senses not found
in any of the Psalms. Such are “captain” 1:6, “to row”
1:13, “raging” 1:5, “decree” 3:7.

7. On the other hand, 78 out of 85 verbs found in Jonah
are used in the same sense and form in the writings which
the critics admit to have been written in or before the 8th
century. Of the seven remaining, three are found in senses
never found elsewhere, one is found in a sense met with in
Assyrian as well as Aramaic, the root of the fifth occurs in
J, the sixth is a hapax legomenon, and the seventh is found
in 2 Sam. 22.

Of the 122 nouns, all but eleven occur in writings antidat-
ing 700 B.C.,, and of these eleven, three are hapax legomena,
three are in Ezekiel, two in Assyrian, two are found in the
early literature but are used in a special sense by Jonah, and
the last occurs in 2 Sam. 2z :5.

Of the 43 particles, all are found in the literature placed
by the critics before 700 B.C.

8. Without counting pronouns, Jonah used 85 verbs, 122
nouns, and 43 particles. For one hundred and fifty years
the critics have been searching this vocabulary for evidence
of a late date. Up to the present, they have found at most,
five nouns, two particles, and nine verbs, which are either
peculiar to Jonah, or used by him in a sense different from
that found elsewhere in the Old Testament. In Milton's
poetical works there are nearly 600 such words beginning
with a alone. Every book and almost every chapter of the
Old Testament has as large a percentage of such words as
Jonah has.®

9. After 200 years of thorough investigation the critics
can find only about a dozen words which in their opinion
indicate a date later than 7oo B.C.; and as to these indicative

# Hosea has 14 words occurring in it alone in the Old Testament and
not found in New Hebrew or Aramaic; Amos has ten; Micah, eleven,
Of words occurring 5 times or under in the Old Testament, Hosea has
65, Amos 50, Micah 49, Nahum 36, Habakkuk 34, and Zephaniah 31.
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words they are agreed only in the case of the two verbs
Ny and M2, the noun for ship (M2D) and the particle @
Having finished the examination of the linguistic evi-
dence produced by the critics and the summation of the
results thereof, we confidently leave the verdict to the jury
of our readers, believing that they will agree that the case
against the authenticity of the Book of Jonah, so far as it
is based upon linguistic premises, has not been proven.
RoeerT Dick WiLson.
Princeton.
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